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S. CON. RES. 66

At the request of Mr. STEVENS, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BOND) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Con. Res. 66, a concurrent resolution
to express the sense of the Congress
that the Public Safety Officer Medal of
Valor should be awarded to public safe-
ty officers killed in the line of duty in
the aftermath of the terrorist attacks
of September 11, 2001.

f

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. SNOWE:
S. 1559. A bill to amend the Ports and

Waterways Safety Act to provide that
certain information be provided before
a vessel arrives in United States wa-
ters; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Transparent
Sea Act of 2001.

The Coast Guard is a multi-mission
agency charged with maintaining our
national defense and the safety of our
citizens. This is an extraordinary time
in our Nation’s history and we need to
act now and provide the Coast Guard
with all of the tools and information
necessary to protect our Nation’s wa-
terways. This bill allows the Coast
Guard to gather vital information
about incoming vessels before they
reach our ports. This allows them to be
pro-active and prevent potential
threats from reaching our shores. The
sum total of all of our available re-
sources and knowledge must be
brought to bear in the defense of our
country.

Specifically, my bill would authorize
the Coast Guard to obtain the informa-
tion needed to achieve a greater aware-
ness of possible maritime threats. The
bill requires vessels to submit to the
Coast Guard prearrival messages not
later than 96 hours prior to entering
U.S. waters, or such time as deemed
necessary by the Secretary of Trans-
portation. This will provide the Coast
Guard time to thoroughly examine the
information, including the name and
flag-country of the vessel, a detailed
crew and passenger list, the vessel’s
cargo, and the port the vessel last de-
parted from. Such a database allows
the Coast Guard to track patterns and
identify potential problems. The Coast
Guard could then deny entry to any
vessel that does not meet the notifica-
tion or listing requirements and inter-
cept any vessels that may pose a
threat.

The American people place very high
expectations on the Coast Guard. It is
incumbent upon us to provide them
with the information they need to ful-
fill those expectations. The Trans-
parent Sea Act of 2001 has the support
of the Coast Guard and I look forward
to moving the bill to the Senate floor
at the earliest opportunity.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of the bill be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the bill was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

S. 1559
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Transparent
Sea Act of 2001’’.
SEC. 2. PREARRIVAL MESSAGES FROM VESSELS

DESTINED TO UNITED STATES
PORTS.

Section 4(a)(5) of the Ports and Waterways
Safety Act (33 U.S.C. 1223(a)(5)) is amended
by striking paragraph (5) and inserting the
following:

‘‘(5)(A) may require the receipt of
prearrival messages from any vessel destined
for a port or place subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States, not later than 96 hours
before the vessel’s arrival or such time as
deemed necessary under regulations promul-
gated by the Secretary to thoroughly exam-
ine all information provided, which shall in-
clude with respect to the vessel—

‘‘(i) the route and name of each port and
each place of destination in the United
States;

‘‘(ii) the estimated date and time of arrival
at each port or place;

‘‘(iii) the name of the vessel;
‘‘(iv) the country of registry of the vessel;
‘‘(v) the call sign of the vessel;
‘‘(vi) the International Maritime Organiza-

tion (IMO) international number or, if the
vessel does not have an assigned IMO inter-
national number, the official number of the
vessel;

‘‘(vii) the name of the registered owner of
the vessel;

‘‘(viii) the name of the operator of the ves-
sel;

‘‘(ix) the name of the classification society
of the vessel;

‘‘(x) a general description of the cargo on
board the vessel;

‘‘(xi) in the case of certain dangerous
cargo—

‘‘(I) the name and description of the dan-
gerous cargo;

‘‘(II) the amount of the dangerous cargo
carried;

‘‘(III) the stowage location of the dan-
gerous cargo; and

‘‘(IV) the operational condition of the
equipment under section 164.35 of title 33 of
the Code of Federal Regulations;

‘‘(xii) the date of departure and name of
the port from which the vessel last departed;

‘‘(xiii) the name and telephone number of a
24-hour point of contact for each port in-
cluded in the notice of arrival;

‘‘(xiv) the location or position of the vessel
at the time of the report;

‘‘(xv) a list of crew members onboard the
vessel including with respect to each crew
member—

‘‘(I) the full name;
‘‘(II) the date of birth;
‘‘(III) the nationality;
‘‘(IV) the passport number or mariners doc-

ument number; and
‘‘(V) the position or duties;
‘‘(xvi) a list of persons other than crew

members onboard the vessel including with
respect to each such person—

‘‘(I) the full name;
‘‘(II) the date of birth;
‘‘(III) the nationality; and
‘‘(IV) the passport number; and
‘‘(xvii) any other information required by

the Secretary; and
‘‘(B) any changes to the information re-

quired by subparagraph (A), except changes
in the arrival or departure time of less than
six hours, must be reported as soon as prac-

ticable but not less than 24 hours before en-
tering the port of destination.
The Secretary may deny entry of a vessel
into the territorial sea of the United States
if the Secretary has not received notification
for the vessel in accordance with paragraph
(5).’’.

By Mr. AKAKA:
S. 1560. A bill to strengthen United

States capabilities in environmental
detection and the monitoring of bio-
logical agents; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

By Mr. AKAKA (for himself and
Mr. ROCKEFELLER):

S. 1561. A bill to strengthen the pre-
paredness of health care providers
within the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs and community hospitals to re-
spond to bioterrorism; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise to
introduce two separate but related bills
that address the crucial issue of our
national preparedness for acts of bio-
terrorism. I plan to introduce a third
bill next week. As we have learned
firsthand over the past two weeks, bio-
terrorism preparedness is a topic where
we have a considerable set of available
resources combined with an urgent
need for additional legislative action.
The Governmental Affairs Sub-
committee on International Security,
Proliferation, and Federal Services
held hearings in July to learn what the
Federal Government is doing to better
prepare our communities for acts of
bioterrorism.

This morning, the Committee and
Subcommittee held a joint hearing. We
heard from Health and Human Services
Secretary Tommy Thompson on the
government’s role in lateral coordina-
tion of response efforts between federal
agencies and vertical coordination of
efforts with the local and State agen-
cies that are the first to respond to
acts of bioterrorism. All our witnesses
provided excellent testimony on the
progress in national bioterrorism pre-
paredness since the September 11 ter-
rorist attacks on America.

The bills I introduce today address a
set of key issues in our national re-
sponse to acts of terrorism. First, I am
sponsoring legislation to increase fund-
ing for research and development of
new technologies to detect the use of
biological weapons against this nation.
Second, I am offering a bill with Sen-
ator ROCKEFELLER to strengthen co-
operation between the hospital net-
work of the Department of Veterans
Affairs and community healthcare
workers across the Nation. And, third,
I will introduce a measure next week
to establish stronger safeguards for our
Nation’s agricultural system and pro-
tection of our crops and livestock from
agricultural terrorism.

The first piece of legislation, the Bio-
logical Agent Environment Detection
Act, authorizes appropriations totaling
$40 million to support research and de-
velopment of technologies to detect or-
ganisms in the air, water, and food
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